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to look back on 2025 and share some of our plans for 2026.
First and foremost, a huge THANK YOU to all our members and business supporters 
for your generous donations to the MKLPA. Your ongoing support is what keeps our 
mission alive – to maintain and improve the quality of our lakes for everyone to enjoy 
now and in the future.
In June, we celebrated the retirement of our long-time President, Sally Murwin, who 
dedicated nearly 30 years to the MKLPA. We are incredibly grateful for her passion 
and leadership of this organization!
As the new president, I am fortunate to be joining an amazing group of individuals 
that make up our Board of Directors.  This team dedicates countless hours to our 
mission, and were essential in bringing me up to speed quickly.  I've also had the 
pleasure of connecting with many of you, our members, to hear your thoughts and 
concerns about our lakes.

Based on your input, we’ve chosen four key initiatives to focus on in 2026:
    1. Continue our aggressive efforts to control Eurasian Water Milfoil.
    2. Increase our focus on promoting Safe Watercraft Operation as lake traffic grows.
    3. Launch a voluntary Natural Shorelines effort to help reduce pollutant runoff.
    4. Boost Membership to increase engagement and involvement in the MKLPA.
You'll find more details on each of these initiatives in the sections below.
 
To support these efforts, we've strengthened our Board with three new members and 
are collaborating closely with the Town of Minocqua Police Department, WDNR, and 
our neighboring lake associations. We'll also be ramping up communication with you 
to ensure we continue meeting your needs. Membership input is what drives our 
efforts, so please don't hesitate to reach out to me at 
stevebeckwith28@gmail.com with your feedback or suggestions.
  
Again, thank you to all our members and donors for stepping up to help preserve 
our lakes - together we succeed! 

Message from the President – Steve Beckwith

As we begin to transition into winter activities on our lakes, I want to take a moment 

MKLPA 2025 Membership - Paid

Abramson David & Leslie
Adams Family Maurice
Africano Randy & Diane
Ahern Mary
Ahern Patrick & Colleen
Alesauskas Adam & Anne
Allen Cli �& Sally
Almberg Steve & Laurie
Anderson Steven 
Anderson John & Renata
Anderson Gay & James
Andrus Ginny
Angus Ken & Royce
Assmann             David
B&G Rental and Real Estate, LLP Gary Elmer
Backer Sarah & Bruce
Bageanis Kim & Jim
Bagnoli Michael & Diane
Baker Brandon & Stacey
Baker Brandon & Stacey
Baker Larry A. & Ginni
Baker  Larry & Mary
Bartkowski Fred & Rosemarie  
Battermann David & Paula
Bauman Jay & Sue
Baumbach Dan & Linda
Bawden Arthur
Beacons of Minocqua Condo Assoc Mary Martin
Bear Pack Retreat LLC c/o Jim Vogt
Beckwith Steve & Tanya
Beckwith Jim & Doris
Been Barbara
Bergman Richard 
Bergmann  Tanya & Alan Haak
Beutke Ben & Debra
Billing Peter & Peg
Binkley Robert & Carol
Birchman Je �& Jacque
Blake Mike & Meg
Booher Kirk & Lynn
Bornowski Jim & Laurie
Brandenburg Donald & Bonita
Breitrick Dennis & Julie
Brenner Steven & Angela
Breunig Vicki
Brinkland Boat Basin Assoc c/o Audrey Theuerkauf
Brundage Diane
Brunke Richard & Connie
Buchheit Charles & Sue et al
Burch Michael & Evelyn
Burmeister Connie
Bylak Anthony & Katherine
Callos, Jr George & Lisa
Camp Kawaga, Inc Ty Simpson & Jenny Colianni
Carmichael Jim & Renelle
Carothers Todd & Lisa
Clark John & Nina
Clark Douglas & Donna
Clarke        Mark & Joan
Connell Brian & Colleen
Cousineau Bill & Judy
Cousineau Auto Inc. DBA Cousineau Recycling Cousineau 
Auto Inc
Coy Robert & Jodine
Crabtree Jack & Holly
Crone John & Linda
Czech Nathan 
Damon Marc & Christine
Debacker Charles & Melissa
Dedering Doug & Genelle
Dobberfuhl Grant & Joann
Doerr Tim & Mary
Drerup Brian & Katie
Drescher Al & Patricia
Ducommun David & Chris
Du�y Robert & Teri
Dunbar John & Kim
Duncan Milne J
Dyke          Sara
Eberlein Doris
Eftax Marie J
Eggebrecht Lynn
Entringer Lester & Mary
Erdman Mathew & Tammy
Eric and BryanWard c/o Ron & Pam Paxson
Erker Charlie & Holly
Esposito Louis & Marnie
Ewens Je�rey & Kimberly
Faust John & Susan
Fieldstone Village Condo Inc Treasurer
Fischer Mike & Kim
Fitzke Robert & Dianne
Flannery Michele & Erik Ellestad
Flannery Dr. John & Claire
Fleming Michael & Carrie
Fleming Frances
Fossen Rick & Nancy
Foulkes  Duane & Kathleen
Francis III Michael & Jeannie
Franke John
Frazer Matthew & Laurel
Fricke Brian & Kim
Frost Jack & Delores
Gage Marine Corporation 
Garoon Howard & Cindy
Garrett Dick & Bonnie

Gile Scott & Deb
Goral Kathryn & Jan
Gosnell Douglas & Deann
Groskopf Jim & Gerri
Guenther Mark & Lori
Guernsey Trust Susan

Gustafson Dick & Margo
Haebich Chris & Cheryl
Hagnauer Ted & Julie
Handrick          Patrick & Marcia
Hanni Kathleen
Haucke-Wester Brigit & Don
Haug Glenda
Hedges Chris & Kari
Heise Chuck & Heather
Heney Steve
Herrick Mary
Hill Dave & Sue Hohn
Hogan John
Holloway Frank & Sally
Horn Mike & Kelly
Hoth Ran & Elaine
Howard John & Marilyn
Hribar Thomas & Karen
Hughes James & Nancy
Hughes Jim & Emily
Hunter, Jr. William & Christine
Hutchison Elizabeth
Island Golf           Dave & Jane Huber
Janssen Gary & Lynn
Johns Scott & Kelly
Johns Scott & Kelly
Johnson Rachel & Shawn
Johnson Richard & Barbara
Johnston James & Carol
Junge Joan
Kairis Edward & Sherry
Kaul Je �& Katie
Klement Je�rey & Patricia
Klingberg Doug & Betty Jo
Klubertanz Kevin & Barb
Knaeble Greg & Sally
Knecht Steven & Molly
Knotty Barrel Supper Club Oakfire Properties LLC
Knutson Steven 
Kobza Tom & Holly
Koch Ricky & Tara
Kock Michael & Greta
Kock                 Matt & Tamra
Kozey Gerald & Connie
Kozisek John & Linda
Kreps Kathy & Sandy
Kronzer William & Lynda
Labertew Doug & Kathy
Lambert Myles & Debra
Landings on Lake Minocqua Condo Assoc c/o Bill Heighting
Lang David & Dianna
Lasko Bruce & Maxine
Laskowski  Jennifer & Peter
Lawrence Tom & Natalie Tyler
Lefever Cory & Jaime
Leon James
Lewis Gregory & Sally
Lidwin's Northwoods Retreat 2024 LLC c/o Brent Lidwin
Liegel Je �& Laura Sue
Luetschwager Glen & Lynn
Luetschwager Glen & Lynn
Mader Kathy
Madrigrano Aldo & Dawn
Mancheski Barbara & Ken
Mandel Neil & Ann
Manning John & Martha
Mansavage Kurt & Maria
Marquardt Don & Sandy
Martin Richard & Janet
Marwitz Mel & Sharon
McCall Brett
McCall Andy
McCall Bob & Peg
McCarthy  Patrick & Erin
McCoy Doug & Jae
McDonald David & Geogia
McFerrin Mary
McNutt Gail M
Melms Tim & Carol
Melter Jason
Melter Jason & Tracie
Meyer Susan
Meyer Peter & Leah
Meyer Jim & Alice
Michelson Robert & Gail
Millen Mark & Karen
Miller Scott & Phyllis
Miller Robert
Miller Robert & Jane
Mills Charles
Minocqua Pontoon Cruises Chad Bierbrauer
MJD Investments Maggi Neuzil
Mleczko Ronald & Norma
Mooney Mike & Kathy
Morrissey Chris & Scott
Morrissey Chris & Scott
Moyle Rebecca
Mueller          Joel & Jan
Mulligan Mike & Carrie

Murphy James
Murwin Sally
Nagel Dale & Beth
Natzke David & Jill
Nelsen II C. Davis & Susan
Niemi Greg & Wendy
Niesen William & Donna
Nimsgern William (Chip) & Shari
Nitcho � Alex & Colleen
Noel Tom & Mary Lu
Nordness Perry & Carol
Nowakowski Mary
Ohlander Jan & Pat
Orsborn Allan & Krisanne

Otte  Chad & Meredith
Pagel Jon & Brenda Webb
Pecore Michael & Debra Schillinger
Peterson Mark & Wendy
Pfeifer Sally & Je�
Pfi�ner Star & Mike
Piette Tony & Alison
Pittman Ted & Lora Harms
Pogacar David & Becky
Pogodzinski Anthony
Pontone Marilyn 
Praefke Roger & Kim
Prendergast Mary
Pritchard Leslie & Lance Krolczyk
Private Paradise, LLC Krubsak
Prohaska Rev Trust Edward & Dolores Prohaska
Pusateri Ron & Lois
Radke         Chad & Kelly
Rand Joseph & Karen
Rasmussen Mark & Georgianne
Rast Beverly & Burton
Rauschenberg Robert & Jana
Redman Kirby & Anne
Redman Realy Group, LLC PO Box 1287
Reilly Dennis & Chris
Reinhart Richard & Antoinette
Reisenbigler David & Darlene
Revie Chris
Richardson Patrick
Robert G Eichelberger et al Dee Ann Bergman
Robinson Mike & Beverly
Rogerson Anthony & Angela
Rueben Town LLC c/o Sara Dyke
Rumatz Ted & Carol
Russell Darryll & Dona
Russler Ruth
Russler          Jim & Cindy
Ryden Jerry & Debra
Sansburn Glenn
Scandin Mike & Kristin
Scharer Justin & Tina
Scharer Galen & Annmarie Gallenberger
Scharine Dale & Maureen
Schenning Janice, Scott & Jason
Schmalz Dean & Ruth
Schmidt Barbara
Schmitt Brian & Alicia
Schnettler William & Patti
Schnoor Jerry & Jana
Seeman Guy & Cathie
Seidel           Barry & Donah
Seifert Family Trust, LLC Mary Seifert
Selk Ray & Debra
Selk Jerry & Judy
Seramur Brian
Serenity Trust John Skoug
Shannon Emily
Silver & Trapp Family Joel & Darcy
Sitzmann Christopher & Susan
Skoug John & Nancy
Smith Lori & Eric
Smith James & Nancy
Smith Bruce
Soot Siim & Reet
Sorenson          John & Kay
Stebbins Pattie
Steinle David & Christy
Stelter Bill & Jana
Stout Dave & Julie
Stromberg / Hawkinson Bob & Judy
Styza Richard & Linda
Swacha LLC Rusty Swallish (Little Brown Jug)
Sweeney Tony & Jenny
Sykora Vincent & Jennifer
Taddy  Paul
Taylor Mary & Robert Johnson
Tedstrum Jon & Carri
Theuerkauf David & Audrey
Thompson John & Karen
Thompson Brian & Brenda
Toivonen David & Tari
Tolish Michael & Donna
TS Family Holdings LLC Timothy & Sheryl
Unruh Bill & Sue
Van Gorden Reed & Kathleen
Van Natta         Todd & Rebecca

Varga Mary
Viegut Matthew & Tammi
Wambsganss Family Trust Martin & Sandra
Warchol Eric
Weiland David & Kelly
Weis John & Shelly
Wellentin Todd & Staci
Wells Judy & Dwight 
Wendt Gary
Werlein Steven
Westphal Nathan & Natalie
Widmer Dan & Kim
Wilber John & Leigh
Williams Scott & Janet
Wipperfurth Brad & Jody
Witt Je �& Siri
Wolfe Steven & Deborah
Yonke Jerry & Kathy
Zagzebski Dan & Dana
Zimmerman Michael & Luann
Zoesch Randy & Cindi
Zuehlke Richard & Heather Karcz
Zunft Susan
Al Luke/ Bettie Abio 



https://minocquakawaga.org/eurasian-watermilfoil/

https://minocquakawaga.org/clean-boats-clean-waters/

https://minocquakawaga.org/fishing/

EWM Management – Peter Meyer

This fall concludes one of our best years regarding overall EWM (Eurasian Water Milfoil) on Minocqua and Kawaga.
 MKLPA has continued to aggressively manage the invasive species, and the lakes have clearly shown it this summer. 
In partnership with Onterra (our consultant), WDNR, and APM (Aquatic Plant Management) we deployed a variety of 
management techniques this summer including chemical, mechanical, and hand/DASH removal. In late August an 
updated survey was conducted, and the results show a significant reduction in EWM. For the first time in years, we are 
debating the option to not use chemical treatment in 2026 due to no areas showing a high density of EWM. While this 
is a great sign for our lakes, we will continue to aggressively manage EWM next summer with our other techniques as 
we put together a plan of attack this winter. One challenge we are facing is a significant reduction in grant money 
available to us to help pay for these activities. Budget cuts at State and Local entities are creating an environment where 
we expect the need to become almost entirely self-funded going forward.

While EWM will never be eliminated from our lakes, with the support of our members and partners, the MKLPA
Board is committed to continued management of these invasive species so that everyone can enjoy Minocqua
and Kawaga Lakes for years to come.

Clean Boats Clean Waters – Sally Murwin

The Clean Boats Clean Waters program mission is to educate boaters on preventing the spread of invasive species 
via their boats. Inspections were made on 1,315 boats this season as they entered or exited our lakes at the 
Schoolhouse Bay, Thirsty Whale, and Dam Road boat landings.

Fisheries Restoration – Al Luke

While fisheries restoration is not explicitly included in the mission of MKLPA, nor funded by MKPLA, it is a tangential effort that 
benefits from the lake improvement work we do. This fisheries update was provided by Al Luke, who is the President of 
Headwaters Fisheries, a nonprofit organization focused on restoring native fish populations in area lakes. Al is also a board 
member of the MKLPA.
“Fisheries restoration in MKLPA waters continued with the annual spring Torpy Park hatching and releases, totaling up to 10 
million walleye fry released in recent years. The effort includes WDNR, Native Americans and Walleyes For Tomorrow. Surveys 
this spring and fall in our lakes may have indicated the return of young fish (10” and under), a most important sign of sustainability 
for the future. Muskie surveys were also conducted with significant numbers of 40+ inchers captured in many locations. Volunteers 
and supporters have launched the new Headwaters Fisheries nonprofit in order to locally return native species to former world 
class levels. Goals include partnering with MKLPA in shepherding the quality of our lakes for all forever.”

https://minocquakawaga.org/safety/

https://minocquakawaga.org/membership/

As the popularity of our two lakes continues to increase, and the number, size, and speed of the 
watercraft on our lakes also grows, we need to adjust our approach to ensure that our waters remain 
SAFE for all users. To that end, we have several Water Safety initiatives for 2026:
     1- Collaborate with the Minocqua Police Department to help fund a full-time boat patrol officer 
         for the 2026 season. Goal is to have improved education and enforcement on the water by 
         dedicating and training this resource on concerns specific to our lakes.
     2- Assist the Minocqua Police Department with replacement of their old patrol boat by donating 
         $5,000 toward the purchase of a replacement boat.
     3- Clearly identify and post recommended areas on our lakes for wake boat use that are in line 
         with the current guidelines: Operate only in greater than 20 feet of water and greater than 500 
         feet from shore. Post maps identifying these areas at boat landings and in MKLPA Watercraft 
         Safety tri-fold handouts.
     4- Continue distribution of MKLPA Watercraft Safety tri-fold handouts to over 50 locations around 
         our chain of lakes including boat landings, boat rental businesses and resorts.
     5- Increase education and awareness for rental boat and rental jet ski users via collaboration with 
         local boat rental companies to provide onboard water-safety information. Water safety is the 
         responsibility of EVERYONE on our lakes. Leading by example is one way you can support
         this effort every time you go out on the water.

Natural Shorelines – John Tedstrom

We are fortunate to have two of the most beautiful lakes in Wisconsin where we fish, swim, boat, 
relax, and enjoy the beautiful views. However, increased shoreland development and the 
landscaping decisions made by property owners (e.g. neatly manicured lawns to the water’s edge) 
have a negative impact on water quality and wildlife habitat.
Individual homeowners may see their yards as small and insignificant, however, the combined effect 
around an entire lake leads to measurable declines in water quality and habitat availability.
Two things you can do right away:
     1. Just don’t mow all the way to the water’s edge - Natural shorelands contain a lush mixture of 
         native grasses, flowers, shrubs, and trees that help to reduce and filter polluted water runoff 
         and provide essential wildlife habitat. Simply not mowing 10-30 feet from the edge creates a 
         natural buffer zone that protects the lake. Also, a buffer zone repels geese from your yard 
         because they won’t go past what they can’t see over.
     2. Reduce or stop using chemicals on your lake property - Fertilizers and herbicides used in your 
         yard enter our lakes through runoff, impacting water quality. Fertilizers can provide nutrients for 
         algae blooms and lake weeds, and herbicides can impact wildlife health both on shore and in 
         the water like bees, butterflies, birds and fish.
Taking just these two simple steps can make a significant impact on the health of our lakes! MKLPA 
will be providing more information on creating Natural Shorelines as we get closer to spring - stay tuned.

Membership – 
Ran Hoth, Nathan Westphal, Al Luke

The key to any nonprofit organization is a strong membership base. To that end, we have added 
significant horsepower to our Board this year, focused on getting our message out to riparian owners,
visitors, and businesses that benefit from our lakes.
We have created a Membership Committee made up of three new Board members. This team is in 
the process of recruiting Shore Captains on both lakes to assist in neighborhood campaigns to explain
the importance of becoming a member and expanding our voice on all lake matters. You will hear more 
about this activity in early 2026 in conjunction with our annual membership drive.

Water Safety – Mark Clarke
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