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Message from the President – Steve Beckwith
As I reflect on 2026, I am proud to say we have both an amazing team of volunteers working hard to protect 

and improve our lakes, as well as an engaged lake community that understands the importance of 

supporting these efforts. It is your ongoing support that allows the MKLPA to continue to make strides in 

protecting the reason we are here – our lakes! A sincere THANK YOU to all of our members!

Highlights from 2026:
•   Continued aggressive efforts to control Eurasian Water Milfoil�
       •   Over $90,000 spent on EWM mitigation efforts (lake survey, grant and permit applications, EWM       
             removal) across both lakes

       •   This effort was 90% self-funded through dues/donations/fundraisers as we face a sharp decrease  
              in DNR grants this year and going forward

•   Increased focus on promoting Safe Watercraft Operation as lake traffic grows

       •   345 hours of Minocqua PD and County Sherrif boat patrol coverage on our two lakes this summer

       •   Successful implementation of two designated wake surf zones to protect lake bottom and shoreline

       •   MKLPA informational booth at Minocqua Antique & Classic Boat Show

•   Launched voluntary Natural Shorelines effort to improve water quality and aesthetics

       •   Education of riparians of importance of natural shorelines

       •   Introduction of grant support available to individual homeowners

•   Focused on increasing Membership and engagement in MKLPA

       •   Kicked-off 13 "Shore Captain" volunteers focused on engagement and recruitment of new members

       •   Average donation increased by 53% over 2024 baseline.

       •   Highly successful Pig Roast fundraiser netting $18,000 

•   Launched new Fisheries committee to improve fishing quality and habitat on our two lakes

While we are making good strides to connect with all of our riparians, we still have work to do. As of today, 

only 35% of lakeshore residents are members of MKLPA. Word of mouth is the best way to grow our 

membership, so my challenge to each one of you is to talk to your neighbor and explain the importance of 

what MKLPA does for our lakes and encourage them to join.
Member input is what drives our efforts, so please don't hesitate to reach out to me at 

stevebeckwith28@gmail.com with your feedback or suggestions.

 Thanks again, and we’ll see you on the lake!

Membership – Ran Hoth, Nathan Westphal

https://minocquakawaga.org/membership/

Our Lakes, our Legacy, your Voices. We need more lake users to join the MKLPA 
so that our combined voice gets stronger and carries more weight with State and 
Local agencies that seem to have no money for our most important asset.
Thanks to every member listed here and thanks to all volunteer Shore Captains 
for reaching out to your friends and neighbors! 
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https://minocquakawaga.org/clean-boats-clean-waters/

https://minocquakawaga.org/safety/

Water Safety – Mark Clarke

 https://minocquakawaga.org/what-can-you-personally-do/

EWM Update – Peter Meyer
Over the summer of 2026, in partnership with 

Aquatic Plant Management, we were able to 

remove 1,285 cubic feet of EWM from Minocqua 

and Kawaga. This consisted of the dive teams 

under water for 211 hours focusing on 7 priority 

sites using DASH (903 cubic feet of EWM) and 6 

priority sites using hand harvesting (382 cubic 

feet). Initially mechanical harvesting was 

scheduled for the season, but due to lack of 

density this was put on hold saving MKLPA funds 

from the initial budget. No chemical treatment was 

planned for 2026, but this will be discussed more 

going into the winter for the 2027 season. As we 

mentioned in our previous newsletter, our lakes 

are in significantly better shape regarding EWM 

than in the past. However, EWM is not going 

away and will take continued efforts to control. 

Working with both the Minocqua Police 

Department and the Oneida County Sherrif, we 

had good coverage on our lakes this summer 

totaling 345 hours of active police boat patrolling. 

We are continuing to work on ways to secure a 

dedicated boat patrol for 2027. In addition, we 

rolled out Designated Wake Surf Zones on our 

two lakes. In these areas, boats operating in surf 

mode create minimal impact to our lake bottom 

and shoreline, preserving our lake while still being 

able to enjoy their sport. Thank you to allthe 

conservation-minded surfers who are using these 

designated areas! 

Clean Boats Clean Waters – Mary Taylor
Our Clean Boats Clean Waters team had a 

successful and busy summer meeting boaters at 

Schoolhouse Bay, the Thirsty Whale Landing and 

the Dam on Lake Kawaga. They inspected boats, 

educated the owners about invasive species and 

provided information about MKLPA and boater 

safety. 

Natural Shorelines/Water Quality – John Tedstrom
While we have made good progress on Eurasion Water Milfoil, we have an ongoing phosphate problem. 
If you were on the lake in September, particularly on Kawaga, you probably experienced an algae 
bloom. This was due primarily to the high phosphorus and nitrate levels in our lake combined with the 
warm weather. In fact, the DNR rated Kawaguesaga water quality "Poor/Impaired" in their 2025 survey 
due to the high levels of phosphorus found.

You may think that what happens on your individual property doesn't matter. But in reality, the combined 
impact of 900 homes is changing the health of our lakes! We need to work together to protect and 
preserve what we love about our lakes.
What causes algae blooms:
   o    Nutrient Runoff from lawns, gardens, and properties surrounding the lakes washes high levels of   
             phosphorus and nitrogen into the water when it rains.

   o    Rainwater flowing off roofs, driveways, parking lots, and roads carries chemicals, pet waste, and
            organic debris.

   o    Leaves, grass clippings, and firepit ash left near the shoreline or blown into water add extra    
             phosphorus directly to the water.

   o    Disturbed lakebed sediment caused by high-speed boat traffic and wake surfing in shallow  
            areas stir up more phosphorous and nitrogen from the bottom.
 
   o    Warm temperatures, heavy precipitation and calm water conditions also contribute to triggering  
             algae blooms.

What can we do about this? Everyone who owns a piece of our shoreline can help reduce harmful 
runoff. This is why we launched our Natural Shorelines campaign this year. The simplest thing we can 
do is stop mowing all the way to the shore. For more information on how you can improve your 
shoreline, go to the MKLPA Website or contact John Tedstrom

Fisheries – Al Luke 
Over the winter MKLPA will be forming a fisheries 

committee to formulate multi species preferences for 

future fisheries management of the chain. We are 

seeking members to join this committee to get the best 

possible input. If interested, please contact MKLPA. At 

the end of this summer, the committee involved in the 

recent 10-year program to restore walleye populations 

in the Minocqua Chain reconvened to review current 

status and consider next steps. A new 5-year planning 

process was proposed and is under consideration. 

Drafts will be shared publicly. Plans have advanced to 

pilot the placement of deep-water tree drops this 

winter, intended to increase structure for greater 

production of game fish forage. Watch our website and 

our MKLPA Facebook page for details and updates.

TO MAINTAIN AND IMPROVE THE
QUALITY OF OUR LAKES


